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A Churché 

 

Inclusive of all Godôs People 

 

Attentive to Godôs Word 

 

Supportive of One another  

 

Responsive to Christôs Call 

No matter who you are,  

or where you are  

on lifeôs journey, 

You are welcome here.  

God is still speaking,  

immerse  yourself... 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

I N  FO C U S        PA S TO R BO B   

NEW BEGINNINGS 
 

Coming óround once again in the cycle of the Church Year to the season of Holy 

Week and Easter reminds us that the central story that shapes our faith is not only 

about the horrific ending of Jesusô life on earth, but the surprising new beginning not 

only for Jesus but for the whole world that came with his resurrection.  The annual 

return to this amazing story reassures us that this story has replayed in countless lives 

across countless generations.  When anything ends, God is always there with us offer-

ing a new beginning, a way out of what appears to be no way. 
 

After turning 65 more than a year ago, through last yearôs annual pastorôs report,  

informed you that I had begun a discernment process about when would be the best 

time to retire from active ministry with Redeemer.  Through prayer and conversation 

with Redeemerôs leaders over the past year plus and through an amazing revelation, I 

have decided to retire on or about May 15, 2016.  I have been pondering when might 

be the best time for Redeemer to make the transition to new pastoral leadership ï the 

end of a calendar year, the end of a program year, over the summer when things slow 

down a bit in church life?  A couple of months ago I was in a meeting where someone 

wanted to know when Easter would be in 2016.  Looking on the back of my UCC  

Calendar and Plan Book where the ñhigh holy daysò of the church year are laid out for 

5 years, I noticed that Easter 2016 falls on March 27.  Next to it marked the date for 

Pentecost 2016, May 15.  It just so happens (one of a friend of mineôs favorite names 

for God) May 15 was the day I officially began ministry with Redeemer in 1982.  

Someone seems to be looking out for all of us. 
 

But why announce my retirement so far in advance?  At that point after 34 years in 

ministry together the transition to new pastoral leadership will not be all that easy.  We 

have all gotten used to the ways we minister together.  A new leader will bring new 

gifts and perspectives.  And that will take some getting used to.  Our national UCC 

Local Church Ministry staff has developed a 6-8 month process for congregations in 

transition called ñNew Beginnings.ò  Our Council has been in conversation with them 

to engage our leaders and congregation in this process to discern what will be needed 

to begin the next chapter in Redeemerôs ministry and mission.  The best results from a 

congregationôs search for a new pastor come from the congregation and its leaders 

being clear about who they are and where they see God calling them to find the right 

ñfitò of pastor and people.  Engaging in this process while I as still with you will put 

Redeemer further down the path to a smoother transition than many congregations that 

wait until the end of a pastorôs tenure.   One of the stanzas in a favorite Brian Wren 

hymn sings, 
 

 Christ is alive and goes before us to show and share what love can do, 

 This is a day of new beginnings ï our God is making all things new. 
 

Something to remember and celebrate this and every Easter.   
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APRIL  WORSHIP  OPPORTUNIT IES  

April 5 

 

Easter Celebration Sunday 

  7:00 AM  Worship at First Light with Communion 

  7:45 - 9:15 AM Easter Breakfast  

  9:30 AM Festival Worship (Choir sings) with Communion 

10:45 AM  Easter Egg Hunt 

April 12 

 

Faith Formation Sunday 

  9:30 AM Worship - Faith Formation continues to 11:00AM (Choir Sings)       

10:45 AM Teacher Brunch 

10:45 AM Choir Rehearsal  

April 19 Mission / Panera Bread Sunday 

  9:30 AM Worship - Faith Formation continues to 11:00AM (Choir Sings)       

10:45 AM Choir Rehearsal  

6-7:30 pm Faith Discovery 

April 26 

 

 

 

 

Faith Formation Sunday 

  9:30 AM  Worship - Faith Formation continues until 11:00AM (Choir Sings) 

10:45 -11:45 AM  Faith Discovery 

10:45 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Children and Worship   

At Redeemer, children are an important part of the worshiping community.  A special time for 

them during the service is  provided.  Adults are encouraged to accompany children who may 

be cautious.  

A well-staffed Nursery is available from 9:30AM until 12:00 noon for children under 3 

years old.  See an Usher for directions to the Nursery. 

Gold Can: 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Gold Can: Friedens  

Community Ministries 

Gold Can: 

Heifer Project 

Gold Can:   

Hope Center 

Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

John 20:1-18 

 

Acts 4: 32-35 

Psalm 133 

Matt 21:1-11 

1 John 1:4-2:2 

John 20:19-31 

Orthodox Easter 

Acts 3:12-19 

Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1-7 

Luke 24:36b-48 

Orthodox Easter 

 

Acts 4:5-12 

Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24 

John 10:11-18 

Pacific Islander & Asian 

American Ministries 

Sunday) 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 

(Holy Week services are being planned especially with children in mind.  As we remember 

and re-enact the stories of the last week of Jesusô life approaching Easter, we are connecting 

with the most important stories of our Christian faith.  In order for children to fully under-

stand and participate in the great surprise which is Easter it is important for them to begin to 

learn the whole Christian story.)  

Maundy Thursday, April 2  7:00PM  ñCome to the Upper Roomò ï A service remember-

ing and re-enacting the first Communion. 

Good Friday, April 3  7:00PM  ñAt the Foot of the Crossò   



3  

 

SU N DAY  H A P P E N I N G S  

Redeemer UCC Hospitality Team would like to invite you to our monthly 

Continental Breakfast with Panera Bread: 

When: April, 19, 2015 

Where: Redeemer UCC 

Time: 8:15AM - 9:15AM 

Please come and join us around the fireplace for a continental breakfast and conversation with members and friends 

the third Sunday each month.   

Intergenerational Mission Project  
Sunday April 19, 2015 

Join Peg Koller planting seeds with the kids indoors. They will also be learning about Heifer Project 

International and deciding what. Kinds of animals they hope to purchase.  A Dessert Auction will be held with 

the proceeds to benefit  the Mission trip to Biloxi.  Come and purchase some delicious desserts and also help 

out our Mission!  Yum! Yum!  What a delicious idea! 

Share Easter breakfast with your Redeemer family 

Share Easter breakfast with your Redeemer family. Redeemerôs youth are hosting 

Easter Breakfast from 7:45-9:15, between the two Easter Sunday services.  Egg 

casserole, oatmeal, sweet rolls, fresh fruit, and good company.  What could be 

better?  All are welcome. 

We could use some help.   We are asking 8-10 people to bring egg casserole, and 3-4 people to bring 

cinnamon rolls or sweet rolls.  Sign-up sheets will be beneath the mailboxes on March 22nd.  Your  

free-will offering will support youth mission trips.  Please contact Peg Koller with any questions.  

FA I TH  FO RM A TI O N  
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WEEKDAY  HAPPENINGS  

April Showers Bring May Prayer Shawls  April 16, 2015 

Join in the conversation and share your projects and ideas at the Prayer 

Shawl Ministry get-together on Thursday, April 17th from 10 am through 

noon.  Knitting or crocheting questions may be answered, ideas shared and a 

lot of inspiration gained at this monthly gathering.  Start a project or work to 

complete one before the heat of summer strikes.  (If we're lucky.) If you have 

any questions or suggestions please talk to Bonnie Seidlitz or  Marty Davis 

Save the Date!  Itôs Coming!! 

Swiss Steak Dinner - Date: May 2, 2015 
See committee members for tickets: 

Kurt Stefan/Dave Swan Co-chairman; Karl/Joan Cooper, 

Bob/Joan Dietlmeier, Rick Eggert 

Please see page 6 for more info and feel free to share the 

EXTRA  flyer insert with a neighbor or friend! 

Sewing for Project Linus 
If sewing is something you enjoy, we invite you to join us the second 

Monday afternoon of each month from 1-4pm to make blankets for the 

Project Linus chapter in the Milwaukee/Waukesha area. We will gather in 

the rooms behind the fireplace.  Blankets are needed for all ages of chil-

dren, 0-18, with a special need for teenagers.  Bring your sewing machine, 

pattern and fabric and work on the project of your choice.  Jane Glodoski 

has offered to give some ñsewing helpò if you do not feel real confident. If 

you are not able to join us, you can also work at home and donate your 

blankets through us. This gathering is open to ALL, so if you have a friend 

who might enjoy this activity, please let them know or bring them along.   

We are excited about this opportunity to combine something we love to do 

with the chance to help children in need. We hope you will be too.  For 

more information, questions etc., you can contact Nancy Vollbrecht 

(nvollbrecht@wi.rr.com)  or Jane Glodoski. (janeglo@gmail.com) 

Redeemer volunteers at Sussex Food Pantry 

April 20 5:00PM to 7:00PM 

Contact Don Easterling for details. 

Regeneration will meet on Tuesday, April 28th with breakfast at 9:30 and the  

program at 10:00.  Carl and Joan Cooper will show some of Carl's high relief carv-

ings, products of his passion for sculpting. This is a great opportunity to learn about his 

unique craft. 

mailto:nvollbrecht@wi.rr.com
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SWISS STEAK  DINNER  IS COMING  SOON ! 
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H APPENING  ELSEWHERE  

May 5, 2015 

Interfaithôs Conversation Caf® presentsé 
 

When to have the Conversation - Family Dynamics 

Experienced senior living consultants, social workers and home health care directors 

will provide information and answer questions on options for families and loved ones. 

Date: Tuesday, April 21st from 4-5:30 pm 

Hosted at: Three Pillars Senior Living Community, 375 State Road 67, Dousman 

Cost: $10 a session 

Beverages and light appetizers will be served. 

We received 2 thank-you letters from Friedens Community Ministries dated March 2015: On behalf of 

Friedens Community Ministries, I want to express our deep appreciation for your recent donation(s) of 

$351.93 (total combined).  As people have continued to put their trust into the mission of Friedens 

Community Ministries, we have been able to strengthen our existing efforts and expand our reach.  Your 

generosity has allowed us to serve over 35,000 individuals in 2014  throughout Milwaukee!  

~ Catherine Draeger, Executive Director 

THANK  YOU 
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SUPPORTIVE  OF ONE  ANOTHER  

COMMUNITY  BANQUET 
 WHEN:  Thursday, Apr. 9, 5:30 PM 

  Thursday, Apr. 23, 5:30 PM* 

APRIL 23: COOK 4 PM 

           

    WHAT: A free hot meal and chance to 

 socialize with others from the 

  Community 
 

     WHERE: St. James Church 

  W220 N6588 Town Line Road 
 

A ministry of the Cooperating Churches of Sussex 

and Sussex-area Outreach Service serving singles, 

couples and families a hot meal on the 2nd and 

4th Thursday of  the month.  The meal is 

absolutely free.  Twice a year guests are invited to 

make a donation.   
 

Mark your calendar for future  

opportunities to help:       

 Jun 25 ï Clean-up - 5:45PM 

 Aug 13  ï Set-up  - 4:30PM 

 Sep 24 ï Cook - 4:00PM 

 Nov 12 - Clean-up - 5:45PM 

 Nov 13 ï Cook - 4:00PM 

One Great Hour of Sharing is the annual Lenten 

offering that supports disaster relief, refugee support and 

resettlement and community development projects at 

home and around the world year óround.  For almost 

seven decades now, nine Protestant denominations in the 

United States have joined together to support a host of 

domestic and overseas agencies to make a difference 

around the world.   

No home cook waits until dinnertime to shop for the 

next meal.  Cooks stock up before hand on the food they 

need to feed their families.  Think of One Great Hour of 

Sharing in the same way.  If we waited until  disaster 

struck before asking for help, precious lives might be lost 

while the resources were being gathered.  So through 

One Great Hour of Sharing annually, we are stocking up 

beforehand on the resources not only to feed, but also to 

shelter and care for, people in need.   

On Easter Sunday, April 5 the Gold Can offering 

will go to One Great Hour of Sharing.  Instead of the   

traditional OGHS Lenten Coin Boxes that weôve used in 

past years, this year we will have a Reverse Easter Egg 

Hunt on Sunday, March 29th.  Worshipers will be given 

as many plastic Easter eggs as they would like. We ask 

you to take them home and fill them with coins or cash 

and bring them back to worship on Easter morning.  

After the Festival Worship at 9:30 children will have an 

Easter Egg Hunt to retrieve the eggs filled with our gifts.  

Each child will receive a special gift for helping us find 

what once were empty eggs (like the tomb) now filled 

with the love of Christ offered for the life of the world 

(just like the risen Christ). 

Letôs make this a truly surprising Easter filled with 

Godôs undying love for the world working through us. 
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Kettlewood Retreats    Rev. Holly W. Whitcomb, Director 

http://www.kettlewoodretreats.com 

 

Friday, May 15, 2015                                                  9:30 A.M. - 3:30 P.M. 
 

 CONSCIOUS AGING CONFERENCE 2015 

This Conscious Aging Conference will include 

discussion and presentation by both speakers. 
 

Conscious Aging and Spiritual Wisdom: The Gift of the Present Moment 

Casinos and bingo halls often post the sign: ñYou must be present to win.ò How do we relinquish the ñif onlyò 

and ñwhenò to dwell fully where we are?  Rev. Holly Whitcomb, widely traveled retreat leader and spiritual 

director, is the author of four books. (She will bring a new recipe too!) 

  Conscious Aging and Optimal Health: How We Get Fat, Making Thyroid Perfect 

 1) How We Get Fat:  Learn how to lose weight forever, how to get off diabetes medication, how to get off cho-

lesterol medication. 2) Making Thyroid Perfect:  Fatigue is the #1 reason people see a doctor. Thyroid is your 

energyôs compass. Reset that compass and stop fatigue.  Dr. John Whitcomb, board-certified in Anti-Aging 

and Regenerative Medicine, is in private practice at the Brookfield Longevity and Healthy Living Clinic in 

Brookfield, Wisconsin.   

Kettlewood Retreats invites you to this special day at Cedar Valley. Come join us in the countryside of the 

Kettle Moraine on 100 spectacular acres (an outdoor labyrinth too!) near West Bend.  The noon meal is in-

cluded. 

 

To register for this event, please write a check for $50.00 to Rev. Holly Whitcomb and send it to: 2095 Elm 

Tree Ct., Elm Grove, WI 53122.  Include your name, address,      e-mail, and phone number(s). Please regis-

ter as soon as you can. THIS EVENT CAN FILL QUICKLY AND WE DONôT WANT TO TURN YOU 

AWAY.  Upon receipt of your registration, you will receive a map. For more information, call (262) 784-

5593. 

H APPENING  ELSEWHERE  

 ~ Donation for the Food Pantries will be split between  
Pewaukee Food Pantry and Sussex Food Pantry~ 

Urgent - The Sussex Pantry is either Out or Low on the following: 
 

o Cereal (not Rice Krispies or Corn Flakes) 

o Soups (especially chunky types) 

o Canned Fruit 

o Pork and Beans, Baked Beans, stew, Manwich, etc. 

o Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 

o Shampoos and Conditioners 
 

Please place donations in the bin by the Mission table, Redeemer and the community thank you for your 

support!  Please do not donate food or packages that have been opened or are past the expiration date. 

 

Please help fill the shelves! 

http://www.kettlewoodretreats.com
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